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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING — MILLDALE WAY, MIRRABOOKA 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.50 pm]: I would like to respond to the statement made by the Minister 
for Housing yesterday and in particular I will raise the issue of developing the empty land at lots 60 and 61 
Milldale Way in Mirrabooka. The Department of Housing has sat on this land for 50 years while people in the 
Mirrabooka area struggle with a lack of housing in the region. Despite me raising this issue since September 
2008 with both the past and present minister, it remains a large, vacant block of some 16 hectares in a time of 
great and growing need. The recent release of the Anglicare report on rental affordability illustrates the housing 
crisis that this government has failed to address. Private rental vacancy rates sit at below 1.2 per cent. In his 
statement yesterday, the minister indicated that there were 7 600 new affordable housing opportunities. What 
does this mean? What the people of WA need to know is how many houses have been built that deliver real 
prospects of housing for the more than 20 000 people sitting on the eight-year-long waiting list or the more than 
3 000 desperate families waiting 132 weeks on the priority list. This is happening when there is unprecedented 
demand in the private rental market. Perth recorded a 22 per cent increase in private rental prices over the past 
year. The Perth median rent of $470 does not illustrate the real cost of high private rent and the need for 
permanent housing solutions for families in the Mirrabooka area. The Department of Housing has used the land 
at Milldale Way to make its balance sheet look better, but, as a consequence, the Mirrabooka region has suffered. 
The Department of Housing needs to get on and tell the people of Mirrabooka what it intends for this site. The 
stories of the housing crisis that the Premier acknowledged at a meeting in Mirrabooka during the election and 
then denied on SBS television are heartbreaking, and the state government has to act.  
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